FLORA; FORESTS	in
considerable distances, which are being reclaimed to forest.
The cultivated lands have many groves of palmyra palm
and coconut, with mango and jack fruit; while, in the
Tinnevelly plains to the extreme south, a very charac-
teristic plant is the umbrella-shaped Acacia planifrous*
The flora of small plants, Composite, Acanthace®, etc., is
very varied and interesting, and especially so are the many
and curious kinds of grasses.
(5) The Malabar region comprises the lands along the
western sea-coast and the ghat range, including the hills of
Canara, Coorg, Wynaad, Nilgiris, Anaimalais, and Palnis.
The southern part of this region is chiefly in the Travancore
State. Being a region of great rainfall, as has been already
explained, the vegetation is characteristically tropical ex-
cept on the higher hills, and the flora is a rich one. There
are many palms besides the coconut, areca, and occasional
palmyras, the most conspicuous being the tall Coryphas
which only flower once, produce enormous quantities of
seed, and then die, Caryota, Arenga^ the endemic Ben-
tinckia Coddapanna^ and the climbing rattan canes, species
of the genus Calamus. Noticeable among bamboos are
the thickets of the curious large-fruited Ochlandra travan-
corica in the south, besides species of Oxytenanthera and
Teinostachyum. Besides teak, of which the Government
plantation in the Benne forest extends over 244 acres, the
chief timber tree is the blackwood (Dalbergia latifolia\
and there are many species of Guttifera^ Dipterocarpace^
MyristicacecB) Anonace<z} and other Families with con-
spicuous large trees, the tree which probably reaches the
largest size of all being the soft-wooded Tetrameles nudi-
flora. The lower slopes and plateaux of the hills abound
in interesting plants of many families, Legmninosa being
perhaps the most noticeable, while there are many Orchidece,
both ground-species and epiphytes. The Todas of the
Nilgiris may often be seen rooting up ground orchids with

